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Abstract:  The subject of the paper is the procession of the Black Nazarene of Quiapo, 

Manila in the Philippines, held on the 9th of January. Theorizing pilgrimage as 

performance, I am exploring the productive uses of Alain Badiou’s concept of 

people who have nothing come to be something, where the subject appears from out 

of the ‘void of the situation’--appearance as subjectivation, but, also, being counted 

and escaping the count. The paper explores how the procession is organized, 

supervised, and policed by the church and the state but becomes a site for individual 
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