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description of the general area of study that interests them; (2) a brief literature supported synthesis of what is 
known and not known about the subject; (3) the purpose of their study; (4) their research question(s) or 
hypothesis; (5) the research methodology(s) they intend to use to answer the research question(s) or validate 
the hypothesis; and (5) their preliminary plan of study to show how their course selection will support their 
thesis research. This simple proposal forces students to focus their research framework in a format that is 
helpful in discussing their research ideas with others, prior to investing significant time in the full proposal. 
The timing of the Research Concept Paper, completed early in their second semester of study, helps to 
provide information that can be used to initiate discussion with potential thesis committee members. In 
addition, the time commitment is small enough that they can feel greater freedom to shift to other possible 
areas of research if necessary.” (p. 10) 
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Research Concept Paper 

 
Instructions: The concept paper ranges from 1 to 2 double-spaced pages (250-500 words).  
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