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Case Study : Natural Changes that can affect an Ecosystem

Harris, A. (2017) stated that wind , rain, predation and earthquakes are all examples of
natural processes which impact an ecosystem. Humans also affect ecosystems by reducing
habitat, over- hunting, broadcasting pesticides or fertilizers, and other influences. The line
between natural and h  uman caused effects often blurs. For example, sediment in streams and
rivers can damage these tender ecosystems. But the cause may have been a post -storm
mudslide or acreage stripped bare for farming. Anything that enters an ecosystem — from
sunlight to ra in to contaminants — has the potential to change it .1

Virtually all of Earth’'s ecosystems have been significantly transformed through human
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